FIRS BELOW

follow us. Whatever you do, don't lose us. She's
going to take me to where Mr. Hanbury is."
" Very good, sir/* said Rowley; and, with
that, he touched his hat and turned back the
way we had come.
" Good," said the girl softly.
She whistled the dog and set her face to the
south.
I was not proud of my deceit, but, if I was
to see the message, unless I had involved its
bearer, I do not know what I could have done,
There and then I determined that my pretty
Mend must not suffer for her credulity. To
tliat end I asked her name.
f< I am Lelia/' she said. " I live with my
irndp at Herring. Now that he has married
again, I have little to do. Why do you keep a
servant, yet go unshaved ? "
" Because I am in hiding," I said. " I am
a stranger here and I have broken some law. I
hope to get out of the country before very
long/'
Lelia regarded me straitly with fearless eyes..
" You do not look a malefactor/' she said.
" They would make me out one/* said I.
Ldk lifted her head,
" Perhaps they are envious," she said- f' You
aie very tall and strong. And your Mends
are m hiding, too ? "
I nodded,
" That is why this morning I asked you to
hold your tongue/'
** I have done so/' she said. " But not
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